OUR MOTHER OF
SORROWS CHURCH

2020 IN REVIEW
Our Catholic faith community is a beacon
of Christian life in Johnstown, where all
are welcomed and ignited to become
intentional disciples of Jesus Christ
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A NOTE FROM FATHER MARK
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It has been quite a year! Now, how often have you heard that phrase? But, indeed,
it has been quite a year! I remember back in February 2020 hearing the first rumors
about the virus and the idea of closing the parishes. I could not imagine that such a
thing could actually happen. But it did!! We gathered together as staff more than once
to determine how we planned to respond to the threat and the subsequent shutdown.
We started with the most primitive technologies. We sit back now and laugh at our use
of iPads, phones, and whiteboards to stay connected with all of you. Our goal was to do
just that, stay connected. And, as you know, we have come a long way since all of that.
Here we are only 10 months later with our beautifully run livestream Mass, our Sunday
evening Facebook live, our daily Liturgy of the Word (that now involves many of you),
and Alpha online. Much of our religious ed has introduced new technologies, too, as they
pivot back and forth from in-person to hybrid, to all virtual attempts to serve our
families and their children. I believe this only scratches the surface of what we have
been able to do and hope to do in the future.
(continued on next page)

A NOTE FROM FATHER MARK
(cont'd.)

We have restructured our staff several times and now
have an "almost" full-time tech person who engineers our
many projects. All of this was an attempt at the very
beginning to move forward and not wait around for the
pandemic to be over. We wanted to continue what we
had been doing previously but now with both a virtual
and a physical presence. We don't plan to stop once
things get settled into whatever will be our new normal.
Now, let me get to the significant part of this letter.
I would like to tell you that ALL of what I just shared
has been made possible because you supported Our
Mother of Sorrows' mission, both financially and with
your words of encouragement. The staff loves to hear
from you when you write little notes thanking them for
their efforts!! I believe, in this past year, we have tried to
share with you where we hoped to go as a parish and
communicate, with your help, what we have been able to
accomplish along the way.

I want to highlight here that it has been your
financial giving that has made it all possible.
Trying to be frugal and conscious stewards of your
money, we have been able to move forward in the many
ways that I have shared with you here. I am asking you
to please continue your support so we can continue the
mission of OUR parish. Your continued support is
critical, and if you can increase that support, we promise
to do everything we can to continue moving forward
dedicated to the parish's mission.
I hope you read over this State of the Parish carefully.
Please persevere in prayer for our Catholic Faith and
our Parish. I am happy YOU are part of our parish. I am
honored to be on this journey with you. I am blessed
and honored to be your pastor.
God Bless us always.

A YEAR LIKE NO OTHER
Through what can be described as divine providence,
our centennial year of 2020 was celebrated in much
of 2019 before the disruption of COVID-19. We were
two months and a few weeks into the new year when
an unprecedented move from the Diocese occurred.
Upon the start of a global pandemic and following
guidelines from the CDC, we were instructed to close
our church doors. From that point on, we needed to
pivot our ministry in a completely new way. The
following pages will describe how different 2020
looked and how we adjusted to our new normal.

FROM MASS TO MASS PRODUCED
Livestreaming was for the megachurch - not something
conceivable here. Wrong! What seemed like a distant idea
became a reality.
LIVESTREAM VIEWERSHIP: an average of 450 views per
weekend.
We firmly believe God was preparing us for what was to come.
We had staff in place with the knowledge base to quickly
move into the virtual setting. Kevin Mansur, the Director of
Campus Care and Technology, saw his role dramatically shift.
Added cameras in the church
upgraded the soundboard
built a computer for livestreaming, video mixing, and
camera control
transformed an office into a studio
built a computer for the studio to edit and live stream
built a green screen in the studio
invested in microphones
purchased a high-quality camera for video
trained some parishioners in helping with sound and video

YTILAER LAUTRIV WEN EHT

Facebook Live
In March, at the time of the
Church closing, we desired to
figure out how to connect to
people in realtime. Soon after,
we launched Facebook Live,
which has evolved into an
adult study attracting more
people than we could do in
person.

Liturgy of the Word
During the quarantine, people
couldn't attend Mass. We
came up with the idea of a
video daily Liturgy of the
Word. Now, we connect with
many people who ordinarily
do not attend daily Mass.

Virtual Small Groups
It was important to connect
with the Parish, but it was also
important to connect. We
looked into a little known
virtual meeting company called
Zoom. Now, many of us are
connected and continue to
meet through the ubiquitously
well-known company.

LIFE GOES ON

Much of living during a pandemic is coping with anxiety, uncertainty, illness, and sometimes death. It is a
difficult time for most people. However, there are a few lessons we learned. We have stretched our Church
walls to many more people who want to hear about Jesus Christ. Through God's grace, we overcame
obstacles to grow in ways we never imagined before. Some of the busyness of life went away, which became
a welcomed pause to examine what was important.
From 40 people attending in-person adult education developed into
Facebook Live with over 100 people tuning in to listen and ask questions.

From 780 attending Mass weekly to 375 in-person weekly, then adding an
average of up to 500 people virtually through our Livestream Mass.

From 118 people participating with in-person Alpha in 2019, we experimented with
Alpha Online with 25 guests. Alpha Online can exponentially grow.

From 50 people attending daily Mass and continue to do so to
more than 150 people watching the Liturgy of the Word each day.

Through your generosity, there was an increase in donations for Assistance Ministry, Angel Tree,
Thanksgiving Dinners, Non-Perishable Food Items, etc., in these difficult times.

During the quarantine months, we made sure that no one was alone with our new Senior
Connections. Pairing Younger with the older to help navigate technology, run errands, etc.

REACHING OUT IN A SOCIALLY DISTANT WORLD
Disciples of Christ reach out and serve others. The
Outreach team is working to connect parishioners to
community needs. In the current environment of
remaining socially distant, you managed to:
collect 150 coats...provide over 200 Thanksgiving
dinner boxes... provide gifts and more food for our
Angel tree families... provide dinner every month for
the Broken Dinner... helped to serve lunches to kids in
our community... unload food trucks... assist at St.
Vincent de Paul Thrift Store... collect non-perishable
foods... cook for teen Alpha... Stuff the Truck each
month... Change Matters coin collection... Serve Others
Saturday... youth mission trip... serve food at the
Family Kitchen...ongoing financial assistance through
the Assistance Ministry

New Ministries Started This Year
Senior Matches - Connecting seniors with parish
members willing to help in different ways, such as
running errands, technology, yardwork, etc.
Joseph's Hands - Volunteers from our Parish helping
others with small repair jobs around their homes when
financial or physical impairment makes it difficult.
Care Ministry - A centralized ministry connecting
parishioners to ministries to help them through various
situations such as losing a loved one, illness, or help with
meals, etc.

THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH
The future of the Church is our children. Creating a program that is
engaging is a challenge in our 24/7 post-modern world. There were
tremendous shifts in information, technology, and communications
from the start of their generation. Competing for time and attention
is not easy; however, we have a dedicated team of adults from
Kindergarten through High School who help your children get to
know Jesus.
We have one of the most attended Religious Ed programs in the
diocese. Our approach before the pandemic was large group
instruction and activities for grades 3-8. Since March, we have moved
to small group instruction, activities, and discussions. Teachers
videotape their lessons each week for the individual small groups to
view as well as virtual students. Also, we offer a full curriculum for
virtual study at home.
High School continued to meet with in-person small groups and meets
virtually when necessary. The dedicated team leads small group
discussions where the teens can share questions and guidance. Service
work is encouraged through different outreach projects.

OUR NEW PARISHIONERS OF 2020 - WELCOME!
Jeffrey Yanuck
Phillip & Shanna Kapelewski
Catherine Quinn
Kathleen Nash
Melanie Criswell
Justin Cunningham
Galen Dorian
Matthew Kastelic
Karen Keck
Mackenzie Lawrence
Katelyn McRandel
Jazmin Altschuh
Pamela Fisher
Stephen Solich
Joseph Ostinowsky
Donna Genovese & Barry Ross
Jeanine Lawn
Luke Purazo
Jovel & Cheryl Segear
Richard Falvo
Richard Panza
Sallyann Gutierrez
Lisa Zayac

Joseph Pastorek & Alexandra Bambino
Antoinette Orlosky
Mary Petrak
Doug & Morgan Lavis
William & Kelsey Brett
Joel & Tricia Weslager
Raymond & Annette Kempisty
Colleen Penrod (sandberg)
Ronald & Barbara Yeaglin
Paul Spencer
Alexis Angelo
Timothy & Cathy Leech
Kenneth Bednarz
Janet Todd
Joseph Chessa
Morgan Dugan
Elizabeth Mateljan
Joyce Zoldos
Barbara Ann Williams
Michael & Kelly Zibura
Daniel Solomon
Richard Pristas

Statement of Revenues & Expenses

Our Mother of Sorrows

Our Mother of Sorrows
Statement of Financial Position
As of June 30, 2020

Our fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30

