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2 Original
Baptistry

Stepping to the west side of the vestibule 
closest to the school, you will find the original 
baptistry, which is now home to a handcrafted 
sculpture of the Pieta, was installed in 1967 
during a renovation of the church after the 
Vatican II Council. At that time, the baptismal 
font was moved to the front of the church. 
Windows in this area depict 
St. John the Baptist and Jesus.
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3 Center Aisle
of Church

As you walk down the center aisle of the sanctuary, 
look high above to the stained glass windows on either 
side of the structure.  The lower windows represent the 
Stations of the Cross and were created by Henry Hunt 
Studios of Pittsburgh and installed in 1924.  The upper 
windows were created by Charles Connick of Boston 
and installed between 1945 and 1950. 
On the west side, the windows depict 
18 female figures from Christian 
history(and their children): Eve, Sara, 
Hagar, Rebecca, Rachel, Ruth, 
Hannah, Bathsheba (all from the Old 
Testament), St. Anne with Mary, 
St. Elizabeth with St. John the Baptist 
(from the New Testament), St. Mary 
Cleophas, St. Salome, St. Eunice, 
St. Helena, St. Monica, St. Jane Ayre, and St. Felicity.  

On the east side, 18 male figures are 
depicted: Isaiah, Ezekiel, David, 
(from the Old Testament), St. John 
the Baptist, St. Matthew, St. Mark, 
St. Luke, St. John, (from the New 
Testament), St. Gregory, St. Ambrose, 
St. Augustine, St. Jerome, St. John 
Chrysostom, St. Basil, St. Gregory 
Nazianzen, and St. Athanasius.

Also, while walking down the center aisle, you will 
notice coats of arms mounted at the base of the huge 
wooden timbers supporting the roof of the church. 
These coats of arms represent the family shields of 
noted secular and religious figures including William 
Penn, Prince 
Gallitzin, 
Bishop 
McCort and 
Monsignor
Ward.

S
T

O
P

4 Main Altar
                  Looking towards the main altar, the most               
                  stunning feature is a large mosaic of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. This huge piece of art was 
installed in 1967 during a major renovation of the 
church. The mosaic features Mary, Mother of 
Sorrows, flanked by six angels and pierced by seven 
swords depicting the seven sorrowful mysteries of 
the rosary.

Below the large mosaic, notice the large bronze grill 
that separates the choir area immediately below the 
mosaic from the altar area. The seven large 
medallions on the grill represent:  the Alpha, the 
Lamb of  God, the Holy Spirit, the Holy Eucharist, 
the Trinity, the Paraclete, and the Omega.
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5 Blessed
Sacrament Altar

Here on the west side of the church, notice the 
small alcove that houses the Blessed Sacrament. 
The stone base supporting the tabernacle was the 
original main altar 
that was located 
against the wall now
housing the Mary 
mosaic (prior to the
Vatican II Council,
Roman Catholic
altars faced away
from the 
congregation). 

To the right of the Blessed 
Sacrament altar, notice the 
pulpit (also known as the 
ambo, location of gospel 
readings). A grill 
surrounding the ambo is 
decorated with a medallion 
inscribed with the words, 

“Our Mother of Sorrows, comfort me in affliction.”

Continue on your tour
to Stop 6 then flip the page

to learn more
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Welcome and
Brief History

     Welcome to our historic parish. The 
structure has been an integral part of the 
neighborhood for generations and is a 
contributing building in the Westmont 
Historic District and is listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places.
     The current church structure was 
dedicated on September 14, 1924. The 
architect for the building was noted 
architect Carlton Strong of Pittsburgh. The 
general contractor was Charles Bassi and 
Sons of Johnstown.  The cost of the 
structure was $134,133.
     The architectural style of the structure 
has been described as English or Tudor 
Gothic. At the direction of the parish's first 
pastor, Msgr. Steven Ward, many of the 
materials were sourced locally, including 
                                                native stone 
                                               quarried near 
                                               Laurel 
                                               Mountain, and
                                               the ceiling 
                                               trusses and 
                                               rafters from 
                                               nearby forests.
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1 Vestibule
                   As you enter the front doors, notice                 
                   the stained glass window above the 
door, depicting St. Jude. This window was not one 
of the originals, but created by the D'Ascenzo 
Studios of Philadelphia and installed in 1955.

High above the front doors, 
you will notice three long 
lancet windows.  The center 
window depicts Mary, 
mother of Jesus, with the 
symbols of her seven 
sorrows.

On either side of the front doorway, notice the 
four stained glass windows depicting the four 
archangels, Raphael, Michael, Gabriel, and Uriel. 
These windows were created by Henry Hunt of 
Pittsburgh and are original to the structure.

To begin your tour
open the left flap to reveal
the diagram of the church. S
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6 New Baptistry
Chapel

The original baptismal font that had been moved 
from the area near the vestibule of the church is 
located here. Behind the font is a mosaic depicting 
the baptism of Jesus by 
St. John the Baptist in 
the Jordan River. This 
mosaic was installed in 
time for the church's 
rededication ceremony 
in 1967.

To the left of the 
Baptistry Chapel, notice 
another pulpit (known as 
the lectern used by cantors 
to sing during Mass.) 
The grill surrounding the 
lectern features metalwork depicting the two tablets 
representing the Ten Commandments and the 
symbol of Christ, the Chi Rho (one of the earliest 
signs used by Christians, essentially a monogram 
featuring the first two letters of the word “Christ” in 
Greek.) 

Sources: Liturgical Arts, 1936, Volume 5, Number 4; 
National Park Service, 1995; 

Our Mother of Sorrows Parish archives, 1954-2019 
“Domes and Spires,” published by 

The Tribune Democrat, 2008


