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Follow Your Faith (FYF)  
     I really enjoyed talking about Jesus last week, the incarnation, the Hypostatic Union, and Jesus ful-
ly human and fully divine. This week we’d like to start with Jesus’ baptism (That was our Gospel last 
week.), the 40 days in the desert, this Kingdom of God present here among us, the Transfiguration, 
the Gospel this week, and also most especially His Passion and Death. That’s paragraphs 535 to 619 – 
a lot of territory!  
     Like last time, we won’t go from paragraph to paragraph, but we will talk about the events and 
their meaning in our lives right now. We are looking forward to being with you.    

 
The Chastity Project 

     On Monday, April 8, at the Conference Center at UPJ, beginning at 6:00 PM, there is an event for 
all our parents and young people ages 13 years old and up. Jason Evert from Chastity Project will be 
giving two talks. The first is titled “Purified: A Life-Changing Event for Families.” There’s a short break 
and  a 2nd talk titled “Gender & The Theology of Your Body.” This event is sponsored by the John-
stown Deanery & UPJ Catholic Campus Ministry. 
     It’s one day, two talks. These talks will also happen at Bishop McCort, but I want to invite all par-
ents of children over 13 and the children to come to this event at UPJ. The cost of a ticket is $25, 
and we here at OMOS will pray the price of the ticket for any of our young people who 
attend. Tickets are on sale right now.  
     There is much confusion these days about sexuality and gender and even the truth about mascu-
linity and femininity is being questioned. Moreover, many of us are pondering these important de-
velopments without a lot of knowledge that will help us make good decisions and choices.  
     Jason Evert writes, “The Chastity Project is a family based event that invites parents and teens to 
learn about God’s plan for human sexuality. It features a presentation on chastity for the family and 
a presentation to address the topic of gender.” We will share more about this as the event approach-
es. For now, mark the date – April 8th –, and I hope all of us, together, will be there to hear and dis-
cuss these critical topics of chastity, sexuality, and gender.  

NOTE FROM FR. MARK 

ST. MICHAEL’S NEWS 
     Please order Easter flowers and make our church a beautiful garden for Easter. Order forms are at 
the doors and are due March 10th 

   Please support the Scrip Program. Giant Eagle, Walmart, Sheetz, Randy’s BiLo, and others are avail-
able at Riek’s Country Store or by calling Marisa Williams at 814-243-3674. Shop hours are Thursday 
& Friday, 11 am –5 pm, and Saturday, 10 am—3 pm. 

EASTER BASKETS 
     We will once again provide Easter baskets to children in our community and supply them with 
much-needed toiletries, essentials, and a few Easter treats. If you want to help us fill these baskets, 
please make a financial donation. For example, a gift of $30 will help to fill a basket. Your donation 
may be made online or dropped off at the Parish Office. You can assemble and distribute the baskets 
on Saturday morning, March 16. Thank you for your generous support and love of others as you 
transform a child’s world. 



LIVING OUR MISSION 
Annual Commitment 2024 

          Thank you to all the parishioners who completed and sub-
mitted their Commitment Cards to the parish. If you have not had 
an opportunity to present your card yet, please drop it in the col-
lection basket, return it to the drop-box outside Holy Grounds, or 
mail it to the Parish Office. It is essential that ALL parishioners 
complete a Commitment Card as we compile the program’s Sum-
mary Report. In addition, we encourage all parishioners to consid-
er using our online giving option.  

Join us at this year's Power and Purpose Conference at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville on June 14=16. 
Registration is now open 
At the Power and Purpose Conference, you’ll: 
⦁ Discover and deepen your life in the Holy Spirit 
⦁ Experience his power and healing 
⦁ Immerse yourself in moving worship, adoration, and sacraments 
⦁ Learn to live in true freedom, love, and joy of the Spirit  
 
And check out this incredible ministry team! 
⦁ Pete Burak 
⦁ Bishop Joseph Espaillat II 
⦁ Paco Gavilidres 
⦁ Nathan Crankfield 
 
Register at https://steubenvilleconferences.com/adult/ppc 
Our group code is:     24JHrbal 
 
Contact me at: joenjill1988@gmail.com or 814-242-9993 
for more information. 

Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR 
Jackie Angel 
John Beaulieu 

CALLING ALL SOUP MAKERS! 
     We need of soup for after Stations of the 
Cross each Friday of Lent! If you would like to 
help with this, please go to perfectpot-
luck.com,  
Coordinator: OMOS 
Password: SOUP 
Use all capital letters, and sign up—it’s that 
easy! 
You may pick up containers at  Holy Grounds. 
The soup must be dropped off at Holy 
Grounds by Thursday at 3:00 pm.  
If you have any questions or would like to vol-
unteer to help serve on one of the three Soup, 
Salad, and Speaker nights at OMOS, please 
contact Estelle Milligan at 814-242-
9316.  Thank you!!  

“STRENGTH IN CHRIST” MEN’S CONFERENCE 
     The Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown has scheduled the “Strength 
in Christ” Men’s Conference for Sunday, March 3, at the Bertschi 
Center on the Mount Aloysius Campus. The day begins at 11:30 
am with check-in and lunch and will conclude at 5 pm with Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Mark. Flyers and registration forms are post-
ed on the church’s bulletin board. 

SOUNDBOARD TECH HELP NEEDED! 
     We are looking for a young adult to assist 
with sound, mainly at the 11 am Mass on Sun-
day. This individual would also provide backup 
when the regular sound techs are unavailable. 
The position would be for the soundboard and  
requires a day or two of training on the sound-
board. If interested, please call Logan (814) 
691-1158 or stop and see Logan or Steve over 
the weekend at the sound desk. 

YOUNG ADULT GROUP (18-39) 
     Our next Theology on Tap is February 28 
from 6 to 8 pm at the Blvd. Grill with Fr. Ana-
nias O.S.B., who is speaking on sanctification 
through our daily lives. Fr. Curtis Kiddy C.P. 
(Passionist Priest & Retreat Director of St. Paul 
of the Cross Retreat Center in Pittsburgh) is 
our March 27 guest speaker on the Passion of 
Jesus, and Fr. Alan Thomas (Pastor of St. Mary 
Parish and Vicar General) will speak on Vati-
can II on April 24. All faiths, aged 18-39, are  
welcome to join us for faith, fellowship, and a 
meal! We are seeking sponsors to help defer 
some of our upcoming food and speaker costs 
to avoid asking for a cover charge. For more 
information, contact Geoffrey Stumpo at (814) 
659-7415 or geoffstumpo@gmail.com. 

https://steubenvilleconferences.com/adult/ppc
mailto:joenjill1988@gmail.com


PLEASE JOIN US! 
The Alpha Course at Our Mother of Sorrows 

Begins Soon!! 
     OMOS has been hosting the Alpha Course for 
ten years. We have yet to find a better program to 

help you get to know Jesus Christ better. The course is built 
around an evening sharing dinner, conversation, and a video. 
     Our in-person Alpha Course begins on Tuesday, February 
27, at 6 pm and our Virtual Alpha begins Wednesday, Febru-
ary 28! To learn more and to register, go to 
www.omostoday.com/alpha/ or call (814) 535-7646. Invite a 
friend to join you. Sign up today! 

HELP WITH ALPHA 
     Those who have taken Alpha are encouraged to help. We 
are collecting our volunteer list now on 
www.omostoday.com/alpha. We need help with small 
groups, kitchen, set-up, clean-up, and hospitality. We discern 
the help needed once the guest list details are available. 
     We are also helping Life Church on Tuesdays, Franklin 
Street Church on Wednesdays, and Oakland Church on Thurs-
days. We especially need small group help at these locations. 
Please volunteer today! 

ASK OTHERS! 
     The Alpha Course grows and continues because of word of 
mouth. The Alpha Course has spread all over the globe be-
cause of people’s experiences, and then they tell others. Do 
you know someone who could benefit from Alpha? Please 
encourage them to go to our website to sign up. 

CAMP ZACCHAEUS 
     Registrations for our diocesan summer camp, Camp 
Zacchaeus (Grades 4-9) are now being accepted! Camp Z 
as it is fondly referred to, is an amazing weeklong camp-
ing opportunity that offers participants an opportunity 
to learn more about their faith while enjoying the great 
outdoors. A week of FAITH-FUN-FRIENDSHIP! 
     Funds are available to help give campers the blessing 
of Camp Z! We do not want any child to miss camp be-
cause of financial concerns. Due to the generosity of 
many of the faithful in our diocese, Angel Fund scholar-
ships are available to help offset the cost of camp for 
interested families.  
 Camp Zacchaeus—Week 1—July 14-19, 2024 
     For more information or an application, contact Fran-
cine Swope in the Youth Ministry Office at (814) 317-
2646 or fswope@dioceseaj.org. 

ANGEL FUND 2024 
     Consider giving a gift to a child now that will enrich their 
lives in the Summer of 2024 and beyond! We are looking 
for people, groups, parishes, or organizations to sponsor a 
child to attend Camp Zacchaeus through the Angel Fund. 
We accept full or partial scholarships of any amount to 
help cover the cost of camp. If you were interested in 
sponsoring a child or for more information, please contact 
Francine Swope at the Diocesan Youth Ministry (814) 317-
2646 or mail your contribution to “Camp Zacchaeus” 2713 
W. Chestnut Ave., Altoona, PA 16601 

NIGHT OF WORSHIP AND PRAISE—MARCH 1, 2024 
 
 

 
 
 
Join us for a Night of Worship and Prayer this Friday, March 
1, at 7 pm at OMOS. This blessed evening is an excellent op-
portunity to praise and worship our God through song and 
prayer. There will also be an opportunity for everyone inter-
ested to receive personal prayer and healing of physical, spir-
itual, emotional, or relational issues. So, join us on Friday 
evening, March 1 at 7 pm.  

THE ALPHA KITCHEN NEEDS YOU!! 
Please consider signing up on  Perfect Potluck to make/
donate food for our weekly Alpha meals. We need EXTRA 
food donations every other week as we also provide the meal 
for Franklin Street Church’s Alpha! Any and all assistance is 
GREATLY appreciated! Please contact Estelle Milligan at (814) 
242-9316 or Michelle St. Clair at 814 322-7164 with any ques-
tions.  
To sign up, go to perfectpotluck.com 
Coordinator Name: Alpha 
Password: Omos 



Saturday,  February 24—Vigil 

4:00 p.m. Rose Mirabile (Art Smith & 
Linda Cavanaugh) 

6:00 p.m. Julias Petruska  (Daughters, 
Liz, Theresa, Stacey) & Hilary & Lucille 
Schrum & Karen Pinkas (Spack & Hicks 
Families) 

 

Sunday, February 25—2nd Sunday of 
Lent 

8:30 a.m. Edward & Marie Burkhard 
(Edward, Jr. & Florence Burkhard) 

11:00 a.m. Deacon Tom Papinchak 
(Tom & Mary Polacek Family) 

 

Monday, February 26 

8 a.m.  Christopher Gleason (Dan 
& Vanessa Hummel) 

Tuesday, February 27 

8:00 a.m. Ray Peterson ((wife, Cil) 

Wednesday, February 28 

6 p.m. Edward Stofko ((Mary 
Segal) & Marianne Larison (Melvin & 
Andrea Criswell) 

Thursday, February 29 

9 a.m. Frank & Jean Hadella 
(Zoldos Family) 

Friday, March 1 

6 p.m.  Albena Martinazzi (Haiti 
Group) 

 

Saturday,  March 2—Vigil 

4:00 p.m. Kara Lynn Lovette (Rebecca 
McAneny) 

 

Sunday, March 3—3rd Sunday of Lent 

8:30 a.m. Janet L. Swab (Husband) 

9 a.m.  Eileen Carothers (Mary Kay 
Olshewsky) & Richard T. Popchak (John 
Balog) 

11:00 a.m. Clara Vranich (Dennis, 
Beverly & Jim Bross) 

WEEKLY & MINISTRY SCHEDULES MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, February 26 
6 a.m. –Eucharistic Adoration 
8 a.m. -Mass at OMOS 
 Servers: Isabella Segear & Millie Kohut 
 Lector: Cathy Vigna 
  
Tuesday, February 27 
6 a.m.—Eucharistic Adoration 
7:30 a.m.—Confessions 
8 a.m.- Mass at OMOS  
 Servers: Wynn Curtis 
 Lector: Cil Peterson 
 
Wednesday, February 28 
7 a. m. Praise & Worship 
4:30 p.m.—Eucharistic Adoration 
5:50 p.m.—Confession 
6:00 p.m.—Mass at OMOS 
 Lector: Julie Sheehan 
 
Thursday, February 29 
6 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
9 a.m.  Mass with Divine Mercy 
 Servers: Divine Mercy students 
 Lector: Divine Mercy  students 
  
Friday, March 1 
6 a.m.—Eucharistic Adoration at St. 
Michael’s 
6 p.m.  Mass at St. Michael’s 
 Server: 
 Lector: Mary Ann Rizzutto 
 
Stations of the Cross: 
6:30 p.m.-St. Michael’s  
Take out Soup after Stations 
 
7 pm—Night of Prayer & Praise—OMOS 
  
Saturday, March 2—Vigil 
3 p.m.—Confession 
4 p.m.—Mass at OMOS 
 Servers: Dominick & Nicolas Barger 
 Lector: Don Falcone & Linda Fleming 
 Euch. Min. Tom (2) & Nancy Simmons, 
Michelle Rivetti, Michelle Dugan, Pam Fish-
er, Kathy Ridella, Diana Tyger 
 Hosp: Cathy Vigna, Mary & George 
Kogut, David & Jane Solomon, Rich & Deb 
Cowan, Gerri Isban 

Sunday, March 3—3rd Sunday of Lent 
 9 a.m.– Mass at St. Michaels 
 Server: Stanley Smith 
 Lector: Linda Popchak 
 
Sunday, March 3—3rd Sunday of Lent 
8:30 a.m.—Mass at OMOS 
 Servers: Isabella Segear & Damian CAr-
baugh 
 Lector: Doug Puchko & Rosemary Ze-
none 
 Euch. Min: John Fontana, Janet Bowser, 
Ed & Julie Sheehan, Ron Golias, Linda 
Geiser, Michelle St. Clair 
 Hosp: Jackie Ayres, Estelle & David Milli-
gan, Anne DiFrancesco, Kevin Evans, Julie 
Fontana, Michelle Kush, Marge Pipan 
  
Sunday, March 3—3rd Sunday of Lent of 
Lent 
11:00 a.m.—Mass at OMOS 
 Servers: Amber & Tyler Galiote 
 Lector: John Skelley & Anita Altman 
 Euch. Min: Michele Varner (2), Barbara 
& Richard Luckner, Donna Gillan, Brad Du-
ca, Maria Nesmith, Tom Polacek 
 Hosp: Rich & Barb Luckner, Jloyce Ra-
dovanic, Annette Kamzik, Joyce Nesmith, 
John Onufro, Rick Phillips, Michele Varner 
 
  
 

WEEKLY READINGS 

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Lk 6:36-38  
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt 23:1-12  
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16/Mt 20:17-28  
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 16:19-31  
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21/Mt 21:33-43, 45
-46  
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  
Next Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 (Jn 6:68c)/1 
Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25  

February 18, 2024 

Envelopes ……...…..…..…......….$   7,456 
Loose …………..……………..….….……  1,370 
Online  ………………………..…….….     7,758 
Total ……………………………..….…$  16,584 
Budget to Sustain Mission $17,000/wk 
St. Michael’s …………….………..       1,183 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 


