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Happy Easter!!  
     Wow! We just completed our celebration of the Paschal Mystery for 2023. I am so grateful to all 
those in front of the camera and those behind the scenes who made it all possible, and there were 
many! So, thanks to everyone who helped make Holy Week 2023 possible and as beautiful as it could 
ever be.      
     I’ve been celebrating the Sacred Triduum for a long time, but I never tire of it. I am always challenged 
by it, but I never tire of it. There is absolutely nothing in my life that is more important than these Three 
days -- nothing!! They are all special to me.       
     As we discussed throughout, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil are really one Liturgy, 
one event spread over three days. Each part is essential. On Holy Thursday, Jesus gave himself to us by 
flipping the social order and, as Master and Lord, washing our feet, and by giving himself in the Eucha-
rist – take and eat, take and drink, this is My Body and Blood!! And we actually shared the Cup for the 
first time in 3 years! Wow! Then, on Good Friday, he continues to give of Himself through his passion 
and death on the Cross. Just imagine, Jesus gives Himself for us while we are literally responsible for 
hanging Him on a tree. It’s the greatest act of love in all of Human History given to God and for us – 
again, as they hammered the nails in His hands and feet.    
    Because of this great love, through the Spirit, the Father raised Jesus from the dead. As a man, he has 
broken through; he has made a bridge between God and us that Adam and Eve closed long ago.    
     And let me add this: at Easter, Jesus is raised from the dead -- in His Body. Someone said to me 
once, and it struck me, that if it didn’t rise (whatever “it” might be), it’s not redeemed. So, Jesus being 
raised in his body is essential. Meaning all of us are now redeemed -- all of us – including our wounded 
and sometimes sick body.    
     So, how do we enter this great event? How do we share in the Resurrection of Jesus? On Easter, Je-
sus was raised; what about us?  We enter into this great event through our Baptism. Yes, that was 
great. The renewal of our Baptism promises. That’s why on Easter, we renew our Baptismal promis-
es. Our baptism is huge!! And not just to be baptized, but to live out of our baptism! Stir up our bap-
tism. Through our baptism, we too enter the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Yes, all of it. We 
must suffer and die to our selfish self, our false self, so we can rise in Christ into our selfless self, our 
true self, our Christ self. We become more and more like Christ, and now we begin in whole new ways 
to wash one another’s feet. That’s Easter, us, you, and me, becoming more and more like Jesus.    
     I don’t know what will happen in the future, but here we are, and I am totally committed to growing 
as a community of faith. Given our mission statement, we will continue to be a community of faith, lov-
ing others, deepening our faith, and seeking to transform our world. We will continue to serve one an-
other, we will continue to wash one another’s feet, and we will be Christ’s Church in 2023. And, I prom-
ise you that we, your staff here at OMOS and St. Michael’s, will do everything in our power to make this 
new world we will be living in a beautiful one filled with the love of Christ, welcoming all, igniting all to 
being intentional disciples of Jesus.    
     Now we have 50 days to make sense of everything I just shared with you here. The final great mys-
tery is Pentecost, when Jesus sends His Spirit upon us, and we begin to live our baptism as disciples of 
Jesus -- more about that later.    

Congratulations!!!  
     Congratulations to McKenzie Sinclair, Valerie Mayhew, Michele Deter, and Luke Pringle. We are so 
happy to have all of you deepen your relationship with Jesus.  We are delighted to have you here at 
OMOS!!!!!  

FR. MARK’S NOTES 



FAITH FORMATION 
     Our Faith Formation Ministries are led by a tremendous group of ministry leaders and are filled with numerous 
amazing volunteers who make this ministry possible. If you are not currently participating in one of these ministries, 
you are missing out on something special. If you want to get involved in one of these ministries, please contact the 
Parish Office, and we will connect you with the Ministry Leader. Jesus is counting on us like we are counting on Him. 
 
Small Groups continue to meet both in person and virtually. We have over twenty –five groups that meet each week. 
During Lent, many groups focused their studies on the true presence in the Eucharist. Some chose to study more tradi-
tional messages of Lent and the Passion. The great part of OMOS small groups is that they are open to everyone, and 
our small groups study various topics. They offer a safe, judgmental environment for people to journey to Christ to-
gether. 
Alpha is being shared at five Catholic Churches in the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown Diocese. OMOS works directly 
with St. Benedicts and a local Lutheran Church in Johnstown. Michele Varner, Sean O’Dowd, and many OMOS volun-
teers are working hard to connect with other diocesan priests and Protestant pastors to get Alpha running in their re-
spective parishes. If you have not taken the Alpha Course yet, what are you waiting for? If you have taken the Alpha 
Course and would like to volunteer to help, please contact the Parish Office for more information.  
On-Line Alpha is doing well. A half dozen or so participants each week seem to be enjoying the program immensely. 
More importantly, they are becoming a bonded caring group. The talkative participants have interesting and authentic 
conversations during the small group portion of the Course each week. Each week is better than the last, and watching 
their faith grow and their relationships blossom is a joy to watch. Watching these folks on their continual journey to a 
real personal relationship with Christ is very rewarding.  
Liturgy of the Word is where the Church feeds the people of God from the table of His Word. Tune in to see daily in-
stallments at: www.omostoday.com/online/, then click on the Liturgy of the Word. If you are interested in becoming a 
reader, please contact the Parish Office, and we will get you in touch with the Ministry Leads.  
Follow Your Faith moved from Facebook to YouTube a few weeks ago. It continues in the same format at the same 
time, Sunday at 7 pm, at www.youtube.com@OMOSChurch/streams. 
RCIA has been walking the faith journey with four individuals seeking full communion in the Catholic Church. McKenzie 
and Valarie were baptized and received their First Communion at the Easter Vigil. Luke, Michele, and Valarie were con-
firmed at the Easter Vigil. They will continue to meet as we continue to guide them on their faith journey. 
Sacramental Prep continues all year. Fr. Mark works with our families to prepare for the sacrament of Baptism. Eight-
een candidates will receive their First Communion on May 6 this year, and sixteen candidates will be confirmed on 
May 11. Please keep all of them in your prayers. 
Adult Faith Formation will offer a handful of learning opportunities, some familiar and some new, this summer. So 
everyone interested in continuing to learn more about Jesus, our faith, and becoming true disciples of Christ, this is for 
you.  
I’m pleased to announce the following courses for this summer semester (spanning ten weeks - start and finish dates 
to be determined, stay tuned for more information): 

Women’s Group – with Shelley Lowes and Chris Cosgrove 
Answer the Faith – with Norman Ed and Sean O’Dowd 
Dad’s Group – with Brian Koch and Matt DiFrancesco 
Mom’s Group – with Father Mark Begly 
Eucharist in the Bible & Presence (The Mystery of the Eucharist) – with Nelson Lowes 
The Saints and Heroes Collection (Animated series for kids and parents) – with Rick Messina 

Marty’s last class this spring is April 2nd; we will offer a three-week filler course hosted by Nelson Lowes and/or Rick 
Messina on April 16th, 23rd, and 30th to fill out the remaining three weeks. We will preview the summer offering 
called Presence (The Mystery of the Eucharist). 
We hope these updates encourage you to dig deeper into your personal relationship with Jesus Christ and become His 
disciples for our good and the good of His Holy Church. 
 
 
  



ST. MICHAEL’S NEWS 
Thank you to everyone who helped clean, decorate or 
donated flowers to make St. Michael’s look beautiful for 
Easter. A big thank you to Fr. Tim, our pianist, cantor, 
choir, altar servers, Hospitality, Eucharistic Ministers, lec-
tors, and everyone who made the celebration so special. 

CURSILLO WEEKEND 
Another Step in Your Journey of Faith 

Join us for the Women’s (April 20 – 23) and  
Men’s (April 27 – 30)  

Cursillo weekend at St. Ann’s in Ebensburg.  
The cost is $200, which covers lodging and meals.  
Scholarships are available. Contact Sean O’Dowd 

(sodowd8@yahoo.com; 814 539-1489) 
for additional information. 

SERVE OTHERS SATURDAY 
Saturday, April 15 @ 9 am 

     We will make blankets in Holy Grounds to help warm 
the children of Johnstown. Unfortunately, our inventory 
of blankets is getting low. Blanket kit donations or mone-
tary donations can be dropped off in the Parish Office.  
     We will also be hitting the highway to clean-up our por-
tion of Menoher Blvd. Safety vests, gloves, and garbage 
bags will be provided for this clean-up project. All are wel-
come. 

Help With Alpha Meals Needed! 
Help is needed for the upcoming Alpha meals. Please check out the Perfect Potluck website Name Alpha, pass-
word OMOS and sign up if you can help. Your help is greatly appreciated.  

CARE MINISTRIES 
     Over the last five weeks, we have shared the beauti-
ful ministries that fall under our Care Ministry. These 
ministries are here to serve others in so many ways, and 
we have tried to let you see the many opportunities you 
have to become involved. These ministries are: 
 Assistance Ministry 
 Serve Others Saturday 
 SeniorCare/Homebound 
 St. Vincent de Paul 
 Stuff the Truck 
 Special Events 
If you would like to become 
involved in any of these ministries, you can email 
omostoday.com@gmail.com 
Or call the Parish Office at 814 535-7646. 

 
 Bereavement 
 Prayer Shawl 
 Joseph’s Hands 
 Meal Train 

mailto:sodowd8@yahoo.com


Saturday,  April 8—Easter Vigil 

8:00 p.m. Spiritual & Temporal 
Welfare of Our Mother of Sorrows & St. 
Michael’s Parishioners 

 

Sunday, April 9—Easter Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Chuck Owens (Ed & Julie 
Sheehan) 

9:00 a.m.  Spiritual & Temporal 
Welfare of St. Michael’s Parishioners 

11:00 a.m. Vince Saccone (Mary 
Battaline) 

 

Monday, April 10 

8:00 a.m. Gerianne Litwalk 
(Theresa & Jane Pfaller) 

Tuesday, April 11 

8:00 a.m. Stephen & Eleanor Rist 
(Family) 

Wednesday, April 12 

6:00 p.m. Rose Mirable (Louis & 
Catherine Vigna) 

Thursday, April 13 

9 a.m.   Vince Saccone (Mary 
Battaline ) 

Friday, April 14 

8:00 a.m.  Paulette Balog (Bruce & 
Patty Shannon) 

 

Saturday,  April 15—Vigil 

4:00 p.m. Anthony Perry (wife, 
Carmela Perry) 

6:00 p.m. Patricia Balog (Dick & 
Nancy Popchak) & Barbara Petruska 
(Mary Lou Dobrick) 

 

Sunday, April 16—Second Sunday of 
Easter 

8:30 a.m. Edward J. Sr. & Marie 
Burkhard (Edward, Jr. & Florine 
Burkhard) 

11:00 a.m. Clara Vranich (Tim & 
Jackie Ayres) 

WEEKLY & MINISTRY SCHEDULES MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday, April 10 

6 a.m. –Eucharistic Adoration 

8 a.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 Server: Meara Gleason 

Tuesday, April 11 

6 a.m.—Eucharistic Adoration 

7:30 am—Confession 

8 a.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 Server: Arianna & Annaliese Manalang 

Wednesday, April 12 

7 a.m.—Praise & Worship 

4:30 p.m.– Eucharistic Adoration 

5:15 p.m.—Confessions 

6 p.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 Server: Tim Burgess 

Thursday, April 13 

6 a.m.—Eucharistic Adoration 

9 a.m.– Mass with Divine Mercy  

 Servers: Divine Mercy Students 

Friday, April 14 

6 a.m.—Eucharistic Adoration  

8 a.m..-Mass OMOS 

 Server: Wynn Curtis 

6 p.m.—Stations of the Cross –St. 
Michael’s 

 

 

Saturday, April 15 

3 p.m.—Confession 

4 p.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 Servers: Haley Kesslak & Kylee Mateljan 

 Lector: Michelle Petrell 

 Euch. Min. Mary Kay Clark (2), Jerry 
Clark, Kathy Ridella, Michelle Rivetti, Tom 
& Nancy Simmons, Diana Tyger 

 Hosp. Val Deater, Rich & Deb Cowan, 
Gerri Isban, Jane & David Solomon, Alexis 
Angelo, Allie Zoldos 

Saturday, April 15 

6 p.m.-Mass at St. Michael’s  

 Servers: Tim Burgess  

 Lector: Mitzie Simmons 

 

Sunday, April 16 

8:30 a.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 Servers: Rachael Cameron & Damian 
Carbaugh 

 Lector: Doug Puchko 

 Euch. Min: Matt DiFrancesco (2), Linda 
Geiser, John Fontana, Carol Battaglia, 
Estelle & David Milligan, Rick Messina 

 Hosp: Marjorie Lechene, Marge Pipan, 
Michelle Kush, Jim & Joan Frischauf, 
Keith Santee, Julie & Ed Sheehan 

Prayer Ministry: Allison Messina, Patty 
Sulosky, Bill Sulosky 

 

 

Sunday, April 16 

11:00 a.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 Servers: Joe Gritzer & Aubrey Marron 

 Lector: Jim Clark 

 Euch. Min. Mike Thomas (2), Tim 
DiGuiseppe, Barbara & Richard Luckner, 
Amy Bradley, Mike Garver, Nelson 
Lowes 

 Hosp: Joyce Radovanic, Bill Ingram, 
Michele Varner, Gail Stotler, Linda & Ken 
Salem, Don & Patty Falcone 

WEEKLY READINGS 
Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11/Mt 28:8-15    
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22/Jn 20:11-18   
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 24:13-35 
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 24:35-48  
Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a/Jn 21:1-14  
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21/Mk 16:9-15  
Next Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 (1)/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-
31 



Balance Therapy
Occupational Therapy

Aquatic Therapy
Sports & Spine Rehabilitation

Lyphedema Management
Berkley Hills 814-288-3617 | Westmont 814-255-3566

“Best Auto Rates For Drivers Over 50”
	 BRETT INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
	 Jim Brett

Phone (814) 535-8649 • jebrett@brettinsurance.com

Michael B. Garver, D.M.D.
223 Main Street • Johnstown, PA

www.familydentistryassoc.com • 814.535.7894

	 Your
	 Growing Specialists

WESTWOOD
GARDEN HAVEN
Goucher Street • 255-4714

A Family Tradition since 1956
Over 65 Years in the Kitchen Business

Experience you can Count On!
Carmen Anthony Formica, CKD, Certified Kitchen Designer
(814) 539-8741 • 734 Railroad St., Johstown

www.formicaskitchens.com

PA025303

CAMBRIA ROOFING
& REMODELING

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED - SINCE 1979
Office: 439 Chestnut Street • Conemaugh, PA	

Office: 539-9505 • Fax: 536-4489
www.cambriaroofingandremodeling.com

	 Like us on Facebook

	 Knights of Columbus 
	 Council #4604
	 Our Lady of the Alleghenies

barczak@verizon.net
www.kofc4604.com • 814.255.4663

Caring &Caring &
compassionatecompassionate

serviceservice
since 1909since 1909

Picking-Treece-Bennett
	 Mortuary, Inc.
The areas most spacious and accessible funeral home

Tom Dixon, Director
921 Menoher Blvd., West Hills • 814-255-4040
ptbwesthills@atlanticbbn.net • www.PTBMortuary.com

ALLEGHENY ORTHODONTIC
ASSOCIATES

Matthew J. Radkowski, D.D.S., M.S. 
Scott Q. Little, D.D.S., Cert. O.

344 Budfield Street, Suite 1, Johnstown, PA
p: 814-262-0123 • f: 814-262-0516 • www.aoa-smile.com

Turning 65– New to Medicare
Johnstown 814-254-4258   •   Altoona 814-201-2829

KRISAY’SKRISAY’S Appliance
“We Service What We Sell”

	 521 Franklin St	 600 Goucher St
	 814.536.3287	 814.255.1030
locally owned for over 40 years

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Sue Novosel 

snovosel@4LPi.com •  (800) 477-4574 x6318  

	 3-D-4-3 	 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1212

Lawn Care Lawn Care 
ServicesServices

Residential and CommercialResidential and Commercial
814 341-9286814 341-9286

darond74@yahoo.comdarond74@yahoo.comMineral Point, 15942Mineral Point, 15942

Since 1999Since 1999 InsuredInsured

If you are interested in Pre-planning a Traditional Burial or Cremation Funeral Service, go to  www.ducafuneralhome.com

Westmont Chapel
1622 Menoher Blvd • 255-DUCA (3822)

Frank Duca - Sup., Funeral Director
Alexis Peifer -  Funeral Director
Catholic Owned Funeral Home 

East Hills Chapel and Crematory
404 Walters Ave • 266-DUCA (3822)

Bradley Duca - Sup., Funeral Director 
3 Generations of Trusted Family Care


