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Dear Guests and Sisters and Brothers of Our Mother of Sorrows!!  
      Merry Christmas! We are honored that you chose to celebrate the great Feast of 
Christmas with us.  
     I am so happy that you came to share Christmas with us. To all of you who are pa-
rishioners of Our Mother of Sorrows & St. Michael’s, as always, it’s wonderful to see 
you. To those of you who are visiting family here in Johnstown and have come with 
them to celebrate Christmas here at OMOS or St. Michael’s, welcome. To those of you 
who haven’t been to Mass for a long time but felt the tug of Jesus – or someone in your 
family -- welcome. To those of you who are struggling these days because of hurt, loss, 
loneliness, or grief and are wondering about the meaning of life, you are most wel-
come.  
      Here is the message of Christmas for you. There is a God who is so madly in love 
with you that this God simply cannot tolerate any distance from you but came to dwell 
with you and to heal your hearts. The God we celebrate here this Christmas isn’t the 
‘man upstairs’ keeping score but the ‘man below’ who took on our human condition 
and taught us the meaning of life by being compassionate, forgiving, and self-
sacrificing.     
     And, He hasn’t left!! He is still here, very much here. Through the Church, Jesus is 
actually more present to us now than He was on that first Christmas long ago. In the 
midst of our world that looks all too broken and wounded by humanity, God’s divine 
(and human) light shines through.    
     As many of you know, I have been reading Greg Boyle’s books.  I think his best book 
is Barking to the Choir, the Choir being the Church. In that book, there is a chapter ti-
tled “And Awe Came upon Everyone.” In it, he tells the stories of men and women, for-
mer gang members, who are seeking to begin a new life because they have experi-
enced the love of God through Fr. Boyle and the many members of his staff. They start 
to see these glimpses of light, where in their lives before, there was only darkness. In 
that chapter, he tells the story of Sergio. A story much more in detail than I can share 
here but let me offer one small part of his story that fills me with awe.  
     While sharing his story, Sergio says that when he was nine years old, his mother beat 
him pretty much every day of his elementary school years. Each day his back was 
bloodied and scarred. He said, “I would wear three t-shirts to school each day. The first 
cuz the blood would seep through. The second cuz you could still see it. And, finally, 
the third, cuz you couldn’t see no blood. Kids at school would make fun of me, ‘Hey, 
fool, it’s 100 degrees, why are you wearin’ three shirts?”. Boyle writes, “Sergio paused 
again so his emotions could catch up to him. For a time, he seemed to be staring at a 
piece of his story that only he could see. “I wore three t-shirts,” he finally said, swallow-
ing back his tears, “well into my adult years cuz I was ashamed of my wounds. I didn’t  
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want no one to see them.” Then he suddenly found a higher ground upon which to 
rest. “But now I welcome my wounds. I ran my fingers over my scars.  My wounds are 
my friends. After all,” he continued, barely getting out the words, “how can I help oth-
ers heal if I don’t welcome my wounds?” AND AWE CAME UPON EVERYONE.  
     I pray that you and I, all of us, are in awe of the fact that God chose to become one 
of us so that we can become like Him. Similarly, can we be in awe tonight because, not 
only by His birth but because of His death, we can now be healed of our wounds? “By 
his wounds, we are healed.” (Is 53: 5-6). The love of Fr. Greg, a disciple of Jesus, 
touched Sergio’s heart and led him to embrace and begin the long process of healing 
that continues to this day.    
     Pope Francis states that this Christmas is a wonderful time to heal wounds, extend 
kindness, and a time for forgiveness and reconciliation. And may I say to everyone read-
ing this letter: I am sincerely sorry if the Church has ever hurt or offended you. I am tru-
ly sorry if the Church has ever made you feel unwelcome.   
     I am in awe that you are here.   So may all of us here tonight and today be in awe of 
what we celebrate this Christmas 2022. And let’s be in awe that miracles of healing and 
forgiveness continue to this day because Jesus lives among us still.   Jesus is healing us 
still, forgiving us still, loving us recklessly, unconditionally, completely, and outrageously 
STILL!  
     This year’s Christmas gift is Matthew Kelly’s book, “Holy Moments.” The prologue 
tells a beautiful story; you will understand what the book is about once you read it. 
However, I want to share something from the end of the prologue that surprisingly will 
not give the story he tells away. Right toward the end of his story, it reads, “As time 
passed, the Abbot noticed little things (holy moments). There was a new spirit of coop-
eration. The brothers praised and encouraged each other, compassion and forgiveness 
returned to their hearts, and they were kind to each other.” I wonder what happened. 
Read the story, find out, and realize it can happen to us too. What happened to those 
monks can happen to us. What happened to Sergio, that awesome healing process, can 
happen to us. Jesus has come, but more importantly, He is here!! Merry Christmas!  



Merry Christmas to everyone from the small group 
ministry!  
 
We are blessed to have many amazing folks partici-
pating in our small groups. These folks are actively en-
gaged in our parish life and work to make our parish a 
“beacon of light in Johnstown.” We invite and welcome 
everyone to join this ministry and help our light shine 
bright. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
Stay tuned for the “2023 Winter/Spring Adult Faith Formation” offerings. We will  offer some of the same classes and 
add a few more. The new sessions will begin on Sunday, January 8 at 9:45 a.m. More details coming in the next few 
weeks. 

The Chosen: Season 1—(with Sue Lovette & Jerry Clark) 
Season 1 tells the story of Christ’s early ministry while he 
is still an anonymous Jewish wanderer. The show’s story is 
incomplete, but the first eight episodes cover Christ’s 
meeting with the six first disciples and Mary Magdalene.  
 
Unlocking the Mysteries of the Bible: (with Marty Ra-
dovanic & Ken St. Clair) - This video series helps to simpli-
fy the complex. It allows you to uncover the story woven 
throughout Scripture to get the “big picture” of the Bible 
and understand what it is all about. Best-selling author 
Edward Sri leads you through this video series.  
 
Mom’s Group: This group of moms and grandmoms, 
often including their children, uses a recent publication on 
motherhood, and discusses the many dimensions of being 
a mom!   
 
Dad’s Group: (with Brian Koch & Matt DiFrancesco) This 
group offers Dads and all men a place to come together 
and explore the Sunday Gospel readings by employing 
Lectio Divina. Lectio Divina is a way of becoming im-
mersed in the Scriptures very personally.  
 

Catholic Social Teaching: (with Karen & Mike Blaisdell)  
The Church’s social teaching is a rich treasure of wisdom 
about a just society and living lives of holiness amid the 
challenges of modern society. Various papal documents 
and Church teachings have shared modern Catholic so-
cial teaching. Karen & Mike will discuss the seven princi-
ples and how we can live our faith as 24/7 Catholic Chris-
tians. 
 
Women in the Bible:  (with Shelley Lowes & Chris Cos-
grove) This semester, this class will feature  “Revealing 
the Gift: Living the Feminine Genius” by Lisa Cotter. In 
this book, Lisa uncovers a transformational vision of a 
woman’s purpose, meaning, and gifts, which might not 
be exactly what you expect. 
 
Answer the Faith: (with Norman Ed & Sean O’Dowd) 
This is a question-based class! Please bring your ques-
tions. Sean and Norman will do some research and do 
their best to bring answers. The following week. Some 
questions this past year have dealt with church tradi-
tions, miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, to name a 
few. This class is open to high school and older. Your 
questions and your thoughts are welcome. 

NIGHT OF WORSHIP AND PRAISE—JANUARY 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There will be a Night of Worship and Prayer on Friday, Janu-
ary 6. Everyone is welcome!  Join us for an evening of prais-
ing and worshipping our amazing God.  If you wish, you will 
have an opportunity to receive personal prayer from our 
Prayer Ministry Team for the healing of spiritual, physical, 
emotional, or relational issues. Please bring a friend and 
prepare to be blessed with an evening of praise, prayer, 
community, and contemplation of the presence of God.  

Thank you to all of our cookie bakers! We had a variety of very tasty cookies  
for our Open House, Sparks Finding Christmas Concert and to send to  

St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Dinner. You rock!!!!!! 



Saturday,  December 24– Christmas Eve 

4:00 p.m.  OMOS Parishioners 

4:00 p.m. St. Michael’s Parishioners 

7:00 p.m. OMOS Parishioners 

10:00 p.m. OMOS Parishioners 

 

Sunday, December 25— Christmas Day 

9:00 a.m. St. Michael’s Parishioners 

10:00 a.m.  OMOS Parishioners 

 

Monday, December 26 

8:00 a.m. Josephine Demo (M/M 
Richard Benyacko) 

Tuesday, December 27 

8:00 a.m. Richard Hanechak (Carol 
Visnovsky) 

Wednesday, December 28 

6:00 p.m.  Marilyn Shorto (George & 
Carol Pisula) 

Thursday, December 29 

8:00 a.m.  Rose Mirabile (M/M Gary 
Ripple) 

Friday, December 30 

8 am Marilyn Shorto (Roger 
Rosenberger) 

 

Saturday,  December 31—Vigil 

4:00 p.m.  OMOS Parishioners 

Sunday, January 1— Solemnity of  Mary, 
Holy Mother of God 

8:30 a.m. OMOS Parishioners 

9:00 a.m. St. Michael’s Parishioners 

11:00 a.m.  OMOS Parishioners 

WEEKLY & MINISTRY SCHEDULES MASS INTENTIONS 

WEEKLY READINGS 

December 11, 2022, 

Envelopes ……...…..…..….......….$    8,229 

Loose …………………………………….…..2,725 

Online  ………………………………..……  7,453 

Total ……………………………..….….$   18,407 

Budget to Sustain Mission $17,000/wk 

St. Michael’s ………..………..………$ 2,240 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Monday, December 26 

6 a.m. –Eucharistic Adoration 

8 a.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 
Tuesday, December 27 

6 a.m.—Eucharistic Adoration 

7:30 am—Confession 

8 a.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 
Wednesday, December 28 

7 a.m.—Praise & Worship 

4:30 p.m.—Eucharistic Adoration 

5:15 p.m.—Confession 

6 p.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 Server: Tim Burgess 

 

Thursday, December 29 

6 a.m.—Eucharistic Adoration 

8 a.m.– Mass at OMOS 

 Server: Isabella Segear 

 

Friday, December 30 

6 a.m.—Eucharistic Adoration  

8 a.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 

Saturday, December 31 

4 p.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 Servers: Arianna & Adriel Manalang 

 Lector: Christa Curtis 

 Euch. Min. Michelle Petrell (2), 
Denise Esch, Marty Radovanic 

 Hosp: Elsie Kukura, David & Jane 
Solomon, Pattie Porter, Cathy Vigna, 
Gerri Isban, Joyce Radovanic, Alexis 
Angelo 

 

 

 

  

Sunday, January 1 

8:30 a.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 Servers: Sophie Messina & Joe Nibert 

 Lector: Andrea Criswell 

 Euch. Min. John Fontana, Linda Geiser, 
Carol Battaglia 

 Hosp: Ralph & Maria DeMarco, Jim & 
Joan Frischauf, Kathy Lepsch, Karen Findish 

 

Sunday, January 1 

9 a.m.- Mass at St. Michael’s 

 Servers: Tim Burgess & Lucy Smith 

 Lector: TBA 

 

Sunday, January 1  

11 a.m.—Mass at OMOS 

 Servers: Charlie Neumann & Joe Gritzer 

 Lector: Don Falcone 

 Euch. Min. Tim DiGuiseppe, Nelson 
Lowes, Patty Falcone 

 Hosp: Patty Falcone, Diane & Denny 
Thomas, Joyce Nesmith, Bill Ingram, Julie 
Fontana, Rick Phillips 

Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 &8ab, 16bc & 17/Mt 10:17-22  
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8  
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 2:13-18  
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35  
Friday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mt 2:13-
15, 19-23   
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18  
Next Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

ST. MICHAEL’S NEWS 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped 
decorate our beautiful church, 
Donated poinsettias, sang in the 
choir, or helped in many ways in our 
lovely community. Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!  
 
Please put the amount of your dona-
tion on your collection envelope. This 
will assist the counters and help with 
accuracy. Thanks! 
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Balance Therapy
Occupational Therapy

Aquatic Therapy
Sports & Spine Rehabilitation

Lyphedema Management

Berkley Hills 814-288-3617 | Westmont 814-255-3566

“Best Auto Rates For Drivers Over 50”
 BRETT INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
 Jim Brett

Phone (814) 535-8649 • jebrett@brettinsurance.com

If you are interested in Pre-planning a Traditional Burial or Cremation Funeral Service, go to  www.ducafuneralhome.com

Westmont Chapel
1622 Menoher Blvd • 255-DUCA (3822)

Frank Duca - Sup., Funeral Director
Alexis Peifer -  Funeral Director
Catholic Owned Funeral Home 

East Hills Chapel and Crematory
404 Walters Ave • 266-DUCA (3822)

Bradley Duca - Sup., Funeral Director 
3 Generations of Trusted Family Care

MishlerAuction.com 814.539.7777

on-site • online • full service
e s t .  1944

M I S H L E R  A U C T I O N

Michael B. Garver, D.M.D.
223 Main Street • Johnstown, PA

www.familydentistryassoc.com • 814.535.7894

 Your
 Growing Specialists

WESTWOOD
GARDEN HAVEN
Goucher Street • 255-4714

A Family Tradition since 1956
Over 65 Years in the Kitchen Business

Experience you can Count On!
Carmen Anthony Formica, CKD, Certified Kitchen Designer

(814) 539-8741 • 734 Railroad St., Johstown
www.formicaskitchens.com

PA025303

CAMBRIA ROOFING
& REMODELING

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED - SINCE 1979
Office: 439 Chestnut Street • Conemaugh, PA Office: 539-9505 • Fax: 536-4489
www.cambriaroofingandremodeling.com

	 Like	us	on	Facebook

 Knights of Columbus 
 Council #4604
 Our Lady of the Alleghenies

barczak@verizon.net
www.kofc4604.com • 814.255.4663

Caring &Caring &
compassionatecompassionate

serviceservice
since 1909since 1909

Picking-Treece-Bennett
 Mortuary, Inc.

The areas most spacious and accessible funeral home
Tom Dixon, Director

921 Menoher Blvd., West Hills • 814-255-4040
ptbwesthills@atlanticbbn.net • www.PTBMortuary.com

 ALLEGHENY ORTHODONTIC
 ASSOCIATES
 Matthew J. Radkowski, D.D.S., M.S. 
 Scott Q. Little, D.D.S., Cert. O.
	 344	Budfield	Street,	Suite	1,	Johnstown,	PA
 p:	814-262-0123	•	f:	814-262-0516	•	www.aoa-smile.com

Turning 65– New to Medicare
Johnstown 814-254-4258   •   Altoona 814-201-2829

KRISAY’SKRISAY’S Appliance
“We Service What We Sell”

Locally Owned for over 40 Years

521 Franklin St           600 Goucher St
  814.536.3287             814.255.1030

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME 
Sue Novosel 

snovosel@4LPi.com 
 (800) 477-4574 x6318


